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BH&L Group Declares Mission to Make US Pavilion

at Shanghai Expo 2010 a Reality
02 November 2008

A Santa Monica group including legendary world’s far designer Barry Howard is
pushing hard to create a meaningful US presence #te Shanghai world’s fair.

For those who have not been following this saganghai is set to host the next international
exposition (world’s fair) in 2010 and the US isdanger of not being ther8hanghai Expo
2010looks likely to be an important and successful asegent and a further statement
(following on the Beijing Olympics) of China’s engence as a major economic and cultural
force.

World’s fairs typically have participation from ges of countries in the form of pavilions
and national exhibits. It is a display of interoatl goodwill and also a powerful platform for
boosting trade. Shanghai’s event is no exceptidrabwf yet — with the event closing in — the
US has no solid plans to participate.

There’s a Catch-22 situation in play: Federal legisn passed a few years ago in fact
prevents the US from taking even a nickel of itddmt to fund a world’s fair pavilion. A
private group can step in on behalf of the US buwid so officially it needs the endorsement



of the State department and needs to raise matigmsilof dollars to fund the enterprise. The
one is hard to get without the other.

US patrticipation in world expos has been on a doardvglide since the 1990s. The US
pavilion at Seville Expo 92 was a cobbled togetf&air including two geodesic domes, a
display of the Bill of Rights, a Peter Max paintjregplywood house and a Budweiser stand.
The US pavilion at Aichi Expo 2005 was much bettéth a multimedia show about
Benjamin Franklin — but it happened only becausgofastepped in to fund it. The US
record as an expo host has also deteriorated thetmost recent examples being Knoxville
82 and New Orleans 84 and no apparent plans toag&tinto the hosting game.

All the same, more than one qualified group bolgplied to undertake the task of creating a
US pavilion for Shanghai 2010. The BH&L Group, whiacludes seasoned world's fair
exhibit designeBarry Howard seemed to be getting very close to receivinqhdeded

Federal endorsement. However, the Department ¢ 8tamately turned to a different

group, headed biick Winslow, an experienced hand in large-scale project dpvetmt,
issuing detter of intentin April 08. Sadly, Winslow’s groupgecently announcetthat it has

left the field. BH&L in turn has re-entered it aseint out a declaration and call for support by
email yesterday, which Urso ChappellEbfpo Museunshared with us.

The email, fronBob JacobsanCommunications Director of the BH&L Group, readpart:

"We're back in the game. The US National Pavilibtha Shanghai 2010 World Expo is once
more in play. We're prepared to pick up the balll aan with it. While others may be deterred
by the volatile economy, we remember that the 1888d's Fair, the greatest Expo of all so
far, was a rousing success during the Great DepoasdVe believe that the Shanghainese
will host a great Expo. We further believe that the National Pavilion as we conceive it will
be a fitting showcase for the innovative "New An@rihat is taking shape even as | write.
We've contacted the major Presidential campaigristarthe Congress, explaining why and
the US must have a great National Pavilion in Stengnd how it can do so at a fraction of
the cost estimated by the Bush State Dept. Wheensmext Tuesday, we expect more



competent State and Commerce Depts. to work withyear.

"But there is very little time to make things happé/hile other nations have been working on
this for two or three years, we have only one ye#ir We need to begin working with the
President-elect and his team immediately. And veel iyeur help. If we don't succeed, it's
likely that there won't be a US Pavilion in Shanigha2010. The American people deserve a
US Pavilion that demonstrates our people's spindl @&solve. The whole world will be
watching and hoping for nothing less. BH&L co-foan8arry Howard's plan for the US
National Pavilion is elegant, simple, and statettté-art without breaking the bank. It will be
a great showcase for America's society, culturel @@mmerce. Further, it will feature

terrific technology that will enable us to have@an@rful global presence to complement our
lovely building.

"If you are a potential sponsor, we invite youreos$f of tangible support for our effort. The
sooner we can make our nut in terms of pledgeasif and in-kind contributions, the sooner
we can formalize the BH&L Group and create the W@Sikon. Every other nation in the

world will be at the Shanghai 2010 World Expo. Treted States, the world leader, needs to
be there too. Please work with us to make this bapp

The BH&L Group is based in Santa Monica, CaliforniaUSA and may be contacted by
E-mail or by telephone at 520-762-7267.
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Chances for US Presence at Shanghai Expo are Bleak
27 October 2008

| received the following email from Nick Winslow @itllen Eliasoph today. Nick's team was
the best hope for a US Pavilion to be realizedhainghai Expo 2010 - they had been
authorized by the US government to undertake thggt; which included raising the $100
million required to fund the pavilion, in additiem planning, designing and building. (Federal
legislation dictates that the US government cgr@hd a dime on world's fair participation.)
This is an embarrassment and an internationalioeblunder for the United States.

Nick writes:

"As all of you know, our effort to create and exteca world class USA Pavilion for Shanghai
Expo 2010 was, from the outset, hampered by aap@af both time and money. Both have
now run out and we are shutting down the enterpeifective immediately. We thank all of
you for your interest in supporting this effortwias a stimulating run made enjoyable and
hopeful by your enthusiasm and support.

We continue to believe that the current policy rdgay US participation in world expos is

misguided and that US presence is important to Bipllomatic and commercial relations. We
will urge that the process be fixed in anticipatadrihe Milan Expo in 2015."

Source: http://judithrubin.blogspot.com




