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A TREASURE BOX AND A DIAMOND
CLARITY, COHERANCE, CONNECTIVITY, CREATIVITY

The Hong Kong Pavilion resembles a trans-
parent treasure box that encases a glistening
diamond sitting amidsl the silky surface of a re-
flecting pool. Spectacular ammays of hi-lech AY
projections throwgh the transparent skin display
the success of the City to the international arena.
Featuring as a simple shining cube sitting on top
of water, the hi-tech ultra modern HK Pavilion
contrasts greatly with the traditional China Pa-
vilizn. Yet, a reflection of the mother pavilion on
the frontal horizon pool serves o remind visitors
of the successes accomplished by the ragion
through the support of the Mainland
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Hong Kong — a City with unlimited potential
A Treasure Box and A Diamond
Clarity, Coherence, Connectivity, Creativity

The Hong Kong Pavilion resembles a transparent treasure box that encases a glistering diamond
sitting amidst the silky surface of a reflecting pool. Spectacular arrays of hi-tech AV projections
through the transparent skin display the success of the City to the international arena. Featuring
as a simple shining cube sitting on top of water, the hi-tech ultra modern HK Pavilion contrasts
greatly with the traditional China Pavilion. Yet, a reflection of the mother pavilion on the frontal
horizon pool serves to remind visitors of the successes accomplished by the region through the
support of the Mainland.

The transparent treasure box is formed by a hi-tech double skin fagade. Sustainable
environmental control system between the double skins ensures a comfortable environment for
the visitors. Altering the transparency coefficient on the ceramic fritted glass panel allows flexibility
in creating combinations of transparent glass panes, semi-translucent projection screens and
opaque inner skins to form different exhibition spaces.

18 translucent cubes, symbolizing the 18DCs and citizens of Hong Kong, form the main body of
the pavilion as a freestanding diamond. The inter-mingling of the double skin facade and the 18
cubes generates exhibition spaces with different volumes and different clear ceiling heights, thus
allowing the flexibility for different displays. The frequent transition between semi-indoor and
semi-outdoor spaces along the exhibition route allows an exciting spatial experience for visitors.
Tactful use of multi-media AV facilities further enhances the dramatic effect. The dual play of
varying translucence on the fagade and dramatic effects generated by AV component creates a
pro-active dialogue with the movement of the visitors along the exhibition route.

Entering from the southern plaza of the China Pavilion, visitors will first pass through the main
access deck franked by the reflecting pool. The main reception lobby is a 360-degree open deck
surrounded by a continuum of the water body. The complete openness on ground floor within the
double skin will create a feeling of up surging of the cubes, and hence projecting senses of infinity
within a glass box. A 5m high escalator leads visitors into a 20m high central atrium within which
Super-Max AV display introduces the dynamics of the City as a prolong for the exhibition.
Evolving around the central atrium are the 6 main exhibition areas, 3 on the way up and 3 on the
way down. The interlocking of cubes generates an array of exhibition spaces with different spatial
volume and clear ceiling heights, both semi-outdoor and semi-indoor. High headroom projection
screens would best suit displays on infrastructure and transportation networks. Cozy display
rooms may suit information technology and free flow of money and information. Multi-level open
deck would be an excellent choice for showcasing metropolis and creative capital, while displays
on sustainable quality city life might call for a semi-outdoor space. The glamour of the journey will
end once again on the Ground Floor open deck where souvenir shops will attract visitors before
their attention is caught once again by the reflection of the Mother Pavilion on the pool surface.

The design concept of the pavilion is based on sustainable principles. Advanced environmental
control system within the double skin fagade ensures environmental comforts offered under
energy efficient designs. The whole structural system is of steel construction and modular pre-
fabricated components allow speedy erection and dismantling. Over 80% of the building
components can be recycled for future uses.
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