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Hong Kong Pavilion Design Statement

A. Design Concept

Bamboo scaffolding is the temporary structure for construction used in Hong Kong ever since its old days. Although
many other countries, including China, have already replaced it by modular steel structure, bamboo scaffolding is still
the most primitive, common, fundamental and simple form of temporary construction. It relates closely with the daily
life of Hong Kong people, embodying the Hong Kong history of development. The bamboo scaffolding reflects typical
culture and tradition of Hong Kong as well as Hong Kong people’s forward spirit and core value of pursuit better life
through hardworking.

The proposed Hong Kong pavilion consists of oval-shaped bamboo scaffolding as the inner core which resembles a
blooming Bauhinia floating gracefully on the water while disseminating the history of Hong Kong. A glass and steel
structured rectangular box covering the entire exhibition site forms another outer layer of space. Tangling and
integrating with the inner bamboo core, the composition expresses Hong Kong as a multi-faceted and cross-cultural
international metropolis. The overall structure is simple, clear and yet provoking. It denotes precisely the artistic
image and significance of the Hong Kong Pavilion, exemplifying the trend and aesthetics of the 21st century, as well

as complying and maximizing the coverage of the whole site.

B. Interpretive Plan

The variety of the internal space of the Pavilion provides different spatial effect to the visitors. Visitors first arrive at
lower Ground Level “Metropolis Zone”, which has vibrantly spacious 18m headroom and expresses the character of a
metropolitan city. This area is assigned for displaying exhibits which show the Hong Kong’s connectivity to Mainland
China and other parts of the world. The Upper Ground Level is relatively introverted, stable but smooth flowing. It is
suitable to exhibit the artifacts reflecting local quality life. The suspended bridges at Mezzanine Floor are unique,
energetic and dynamic. The uppermost Second and Third Levels form a vertically interactive space, giving the visitors
a sharp impression on an elevated panoramic view with a sense of openness from the roof skylight. The area is also
equipped with a large screen with multi-media device which is appropriate for multi-functional display including those
of hi-tech and interactive exhibits.

The circulation route is arranged in a smooth flowing approach in the form as curved ramps connecting different
levels to enhance multi-directional views to the exhibits, while enjoying a full view of the surrounding and the artistic

charisma of the Pavilion itself.

C. Sustainable Design

With a view to the six-month temporary nature of the Pavilion, the design adopts the use of demountable and
recyclable steel structure, bamboo ( can be also replaced by alternative factory made replica to ensure overall
effects), glass and other light-weight materials. The steel structure is a self framed structure with clear loading
mechanism which can be assembled and dismantled easily. The allowance for natural ventilation and sunlight
penetration is also considered by adopting open structure, thus to make this scheme an environmental friendly

energy saving and sustainable one.
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